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LIFE AND TIMES OF
" 'Grim visag'd war had smooth'd its wrinkled front/ tears of exquisite joy rolled down the cheeks of soldiers and citizens, and the hearts of all were swollen with gratitude to the King of kings and Lord of lords. The Republic was safe; a vaunting foe was overthrown, and although the memories of the few who had fallen in the sanguinary field 'in sad remembrance rose,' it was a subject of inexpressible consolation that almost all the soldiers who had formed the impregnable rampart upon the plains of the Mississippi were now assempled in the city which owed its preservation to their valor and to the blessing of heaven.
"Upon this occasion the Rev. Dr. Dubourg, the minister apostolic of the Diocese of Louisiana, delivered to the Geseral an address replete with the pious effusions of the Christian and the elegancies of the scholar. Although it has long been before the public, I cannot omit to enrich this volume by inserting a part of it, together with the impressive answer of General Jackson. While they will be read with rapture by the Christian, they cannot fail to excite the admiration of the patriot.
"The venerable minister of the gospel thus addressed the hero of New Orleans, and the gallant officers and soldiers who had followed him to victory, and now joined him in adoration: 'General, while the State of Louisiana, in the joyful transports of her gratitude, hails you as her deliverer and the asserter of her menaced liberties; while grateful America, so lately wrapped up in anxious suspense on the fate of this important city, is re-echoing from shore to shore your splendid achievements, and preparing to inscribe your name on her immortal rolls, among those of her Washingtons; while history, poetry, and the monumental arts will vie in consigning to the admiration of the latest posterity a triumph perhaps unparalleled in their records; while thus raised by universal acclamation to the very pinnacle of fame, how easy it had been for you, General, to forget the Prime Mover of your wonderful successes, and to assume to yourself a praise which must essentially return to that excellent source whence every merit is derived. But, better acquainted with the nature of true glory, and justly placing the summit of your ambition, in approving yourself the worthy instrument of heaven's mercifulonstration which served our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
